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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Emilie Schuler, Joe Rodrigues
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
Continued NOI, 190-0595, Woodrow Street

Present: Steve Poole, Arthur Redding, Scott Morrison (Ecotec)
The applicant submitted revised plans, revising details of the retaining wall and adding a dewatering detail. In addition a letter was submitted addressing concerns of the Commission including wetland fill, depths of wetland soils, sequence of construction, and invasive species management. There is approximately two feet of organic soil over sandy soils where the retaining wall is proposed. 
Joe Rodrigues asked for the construction sequence to be specified:  (1) trees cut, (2) erosion controls in place, (3) remove stumps. (4) excavate the replication area,  (5) organic soils moved to replication area, (6) retaining wall constructed, (7) wetland area filled
David Mercer expressed concern over heavy machinery impacting the wetland by compressing mucky soils. Marianne Iarossi said that the steep slope and the resource area makes the lot essentially unbuildable, that the applicant did not consider alternatives for the placement of the house, and that wetland replications are not always successful.  Emilie Schuler expressed concern over setting a precedent for allowing wetland fill without making a good faith effort to avoid it, such as requesting a variance from the 30 foot frontage setback.  Steve Poole said that they discussed a variance with ZBA 10 years ago, although they did not file a formal waiver, and that ZBA was not encouraging. 

Paul Byrne moved to close the hearing and discuss the Order of Conditions.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.  Paul moved that the Order of Conditions allow the project with the Condition in Perpetuity on all three properties that no more fill can be put in the wetland. Other conditions include a pre-construction on-site meeting after erosion controls are in place, a three year monitoring period for the wetland replication area, and a wetland scientist to be responsible for the construction of the replication area as well as its maintenance over the monitoring period.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.

Administrative Business
Discussion – 1 Houghton Street, additional work

Present: Michael Chaves, Alexandre Santos

Pam Helinek explained that a contractor had come to the office claiming that Mr. Santos had asked him to excavate tree roots.  The RDA and administrative approval allowed cutting trees, grading the area, and building a fence but not excavation of tree roots, which could destabilize the stream bank and retaining wall.  Michael Chaves explained that this was a miscommunication and that no roots along the wall would be excavated.  Pam Helinek agreed to write a letter detailing exactly what was allowed on the site to Michael Chaves, and to meet on site with the contractor to discuss the placement of erosion controls and the work itself.

Extension Request, Minor Plan Change Request – Matrix Apartments, Cabot Road, MassDEP 340-0573
Present: Chris Petersen
Pam Helinek reported on a site visit to the Matrix Apartments – everything looked stable and the replication area looked a little dry, but John Rockwood from Ecotec feels that it is a functioning wetland and is dry because of the near-drought conditions (the stream is dried out).  Chris Petersen discussed his request to place a temporary sign in the Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland along Washington Street.  The sign will be installed with posts only, no cement blocks, and will be on the slope above the wetlands.  Paul Byrne moved to grant a one-year extension to the original plan and to allow the sign on a temporary basis, not as a Plan Change.  The sign will need to be removed before the OOC expires or another extension will be required, and the COC will not be granted until the sign is removed. Second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 6-0-0.
Update – Highland Commons Enforcement Order
Matt Oates of Benderson Development has submitted an updated schedule and will come before the Commission on June 30.

Update – Foaming in brook at Juniper and Chapin 
DPW has mailed letters requiring inspections to 10 houses which were identified as having connections to the storm drain.  Only 2 of these connections are permitted.

Update - Wetlands Bylaw draft
Pam Helinek, Joe Rodrigues, and Emilie Schuler met with Town Counsel, the Town Clerk, and DPW on June 21 to discuss the proposed Wetlands Bylaw.  DPW would like an exemption from the Bylaw, the Commission does not want to give them an exemption.  The Town Clerk thought the Bylaw would have a better chance of passing if it did not allow Town filing fees.  The Commission will consider the suggestion.  The meeting stressed the importance of forums to education the public on the importance of protecting wetlands and the reasons for the bylaw.
Minutes – Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from June 2, 2016 and June 8, 2016.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 6-0-0.

Discussion – Danforth Conservation Land

The parking lot at Danforth Conservation Land is almost unusable due to a deep gully that fills with water.  It is too small, the wood posts are rotting, and the kiosk is filled with poison ivy and bittersweet vines.  The trails are becoming overgrown with vegetation including poison ivy.  A volunteer would like to do some work to fix it up. He suggested smoothing the lot and covering with gravel, expanding the lot, replacing the old posts with a new gate, and cleaning out the kiosk.  Pam Helinek asked DPW if they could do anything to help.  Options were discussed including: applying for CPC funding, asking for boyscouts to volunteer,  adding a berm, extending the path to Farley School, and making the lower trail handicap accessible.  Pam Helinek will look into  pricing and applying for CPC funds.
Adjournment
Marianne Iarossi moved to adjourn, second by Catie Childs. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
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